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Berlin at a Crossroads:
Towards the New Urban Agenda

Joint-Statement of Scientists
addressed to the Governing Mayor of Berlin
as a preface to the opening of the German Habitat Forum

“Our struggle for Global Sustainability Will Be Won or Lost in Cities”
UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon

It is clear that the Secretary General of the United Nations is not the only one to recognize
that cities are the basis of effective movement towards sustainability and the achievement
of the 1.5°C goal. The German Habitat Forum is an invitation from Berlin’s Mayor Michael
Mdller to the global public to discuss mobility, environmental protection, and participation.

Mr. Maller says he is happy to be the host of the event, because in Berlin you can directly
observe participatory sustainable development. In reality, Berlin is building automobile
highways that would be deemed unacceptable from an environmental perspective. Berlin’s
environmental protection program does not measure up to the goals agreed upon in Paris.
Recently, legal barriers have been raised against citizen participation and referendums.

As governing mayor, you, Mr. Muller have influence that goes beyond your own city of Ber-
lin. Your role as the Co-President of Metropolis, the world-wide network of metropolitan
centers with more than one million inhabitants, gives you leverage and makes you a role-
model. Use this capacity and the German Habitat Forum to do more than deliver speeches
and statements of intention. The New Urban Agenda offers solutions which you can im-
mediately apply to and implement in Berlin.

We make the following appeal to you, Mayor Miller:
follow your words with appropriate action.

In your city, the Volksentscheid Fahrrad (Berlin Bicycle Referendum) represents a funda-
mental shift in mobility practice. Germany’s first Bicycle Bill offers a ready-to-apply pro-
gram toward achievement of the crucial UN goals. The carbon footprint from transport can
be reduced by 0.3 tons per year for each Berliner; the bill offers a substantial contribution
to an emissions reduction of 40% by 2025. The Volksentscheid Fahrrad Team is already
helping to build majority support for future-oriented mobility policy in Berlin, policy that
promotes cycling and that brings about the mobility transition seen as urgently necessary
by scientific experts and associations.

Honorable Mayor Miller, put an end to the debate. Use your parliamentary majority to
pass and implement the bill proposed by the Volksentscheid Fahrrad now, in 2016. Show
the world that you are serious about sustainability and participation.

Reinvigorate the spirit of Paris in Berlin!
Get the ball rolling — world-wide.
Berlin, 30" of May, 2016
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